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Vulnerable Bursary Criteria
To be eligible for a vulnerable bursary, students must meet one of the following criteria: 
· Be in care. 
· Be a care leaver. 
· Be receiving Income Support or Universal Credit because you are financially supporting yourself and/or someone who is dependent on you and living with you, such as a child or partner. 
· Be receiving Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payments in your own right, as well as Employment Support Allowance (ESA) or Universal Credit in your own right. 
Students will be awarded the amount of support they need to participate based on an assessment of the actual costs they have and will not be automatically awarded £1,200.
Bursary funding exists to help students with the cost of travel, to buy essential books, equipment, or specialist clothing (such as protective overalls, for example). These are items the student would otherwise need to pay for to participate. The bursary fund is not intended to provide learning support. 
Documents required to support your Vulnerable Application are:
· for students who are in care or a care leaver, written confirmation of your current or previous looked-after status from the relevant local authority – this is the local authority that looks after you or provides your leaving care services. The evidence could be a letter or an email but must be clearly from the local authority.

· for students in receipt of UC or IS, a copy of your UC or IS claim/award notice. This must clearly state that the claim is in the student’s name/confirm you are entitled to the benefit in your own right. The evidence must not state any conditions that prevent you from participating in further education or training. For students in receipt of UC, you must also provide a document such as a tenancy agreement in your name, a child benefit receipt, children’s birth certificates, utility bills and so on

· for students receiving UC/ESA and DLA and PIP, a copy of your UC claim from DWP and evidence of receipt of DLA or PIP
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